
Working together so that all may flourish
Head Teachers Letter
Friday 3rd February

Attendance this week 98.5%

National Value 93.6%

Dear Parents and Carers,
This week, we have seen some fantastic learning in all of our classes and, very excitingly, we are in the newspaper 
with an article about the Young Voices Event. We have also been very pleased this week to welcome Mrs Roberts back 
with us. 

Reading at Heytesbury:
As you will know, at Heytesbury we are very passionate about reading and the importance it has in learning and our 
curriculum. It is so important that the children are reading both at home and in school. This term we are delighted to 
introduce a brand-new way to create a buzz around reading and motivate our children to read on a more regular basis 
at home: The Heytesbury Reading Reward Scheme.

How does it work?
We are challenging our children to read at least four times a week, at home, and have their Home School Diary signed 
by an adult (just to help keep track). Class teachers will be checking the diaries, weekly, to see how many times it has 
been signed and keep an eye on the children’s progress over the whole term. If your child has read four times (or 
more!) in a week, they will receive house points, which will contribute towards their bronze, silver, gold, or platinum 
award. If your child reads four or more times a week for the whole term, they’ll earn a special reward, which will be 
handed out in the last whole school worship of the term.

We do ask that if the children are reading on their own, that their ‘grown-ups’ ask them a few questions about what 
they have read before they sign the diary. This will help to ensure they have fully read and enjoyed the text. As a 
school, we recommend that all of our children read aloud to an adult regularly, as this helps them develop fluency, 
expression and an awareness of audience. For our younger children, we recognise, celebrate and encourage the 
importance of all reading experiences, like bedtime stories, and these will count toward their Reading Reward. 

We are really excited about our new scheme and are very much looking forward to hearing all about the books our 
children are reading, and to celebrating what they have read at home and in school.
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This week I have been working with Sarah Ashton, from Acorn Education Trust, on further 
developing our school phonics program. We use the Little Wandle scheme to ensure children 
confidently learn the alphabetic code, so they can blend to read fluently. I am hoping to be 
able to run a parent workshop in the near future to share more information about this
program with you. In the meantime, there are lots of resources to support your child with 
phonics at home here: https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-
parents/

Just a reminder about an upcoming change to our school day. The government's 2022 white 
paper lays out plans for mainstream state-funded schools to provide a 32.5-hour week, or 
6.5-hour days, by September 2023. At the moment we have what is called a soft opening, 
with the children able to come into school between 8:45 and 9:00, with any child not in 
school by 9:00 being marked as late. After Easter, this will be changing to a hard opening 
time of 8:45. All of the children will need to be in school for the 8:45 start time to ensure 
that we meet with the government requirement. 

Thank you so much for your continued help and support, as we work together to enable all 
children at our school to flourish. If you have any questions or queries please do get in touch. 
Have a lovely weekend,

Mrs Anderson 

https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/


If you are not currently receiving Free School Meals, please see 
the criteria below to check whether you may be eligible to apply. 
Free School Meals are available to eligible children that attend 
school within Wiltshire on a fulltime basis. This includes Nursery 
children of compulsory school age who attend school full-time. 

If you think that you may qualify for Free School Meals please 
see the application form on the Wiltshire Council Website 
https://www.gov.uk/apply-free-school-meals

This term at our 
weekly staff 
meetings, we 
have been 
looking at 
online safety 
and the 
importance of 
our awareness 
of the different 
challenges that 
children face 
online. This 
week we 
discussed issues 
surrounding 
music streaming 
apps and sites.

SEND Fact of the Week
Did you know?
Albert Einstein, Stephen Hawkins, Leonardo da Vinci,  Pablo Picasso, Richard 
Branson, George Washington, Tom Cruise, Keira Knightley, Cher, Robin Williams, 
Whoopi Goldberg, Caitlyn Jenner are just some of the famous people with Dyslexia.

SATs Revision: Year sixes now have their maths
revision guides to use to develop their knowledge 
and understanding as they learn to take 
responsibility for their own learning. This week, have 
a look at the first four pages to recap place value, 
Roman numerals, negative numbers and decimals.

https://www.gov.uk/apply-free-school-meals
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February and March dates for your diary: 
Tuesday 7th and Thursday 9th February- Parents evenings 
Friday 10th February- Foxes class cake sale
Friday 10th February- Last day of term

Monday 20th February- Teacher training day
Tuesday 21st February- Children back to school
Tuesday 21st February- Pancake day breakfast 
Thursday 2nd March- World Book Day

Attendance

This weeks we have Badgers have the highest
attendance with 97.32%. Remember that we 

are aiming for everyone to have 95% 
attendance or higher across the school year

Birthdays

Happy Birthday to Evie

House Points

Mars: 107 points
Jupiter: 126 points
Mercury: 80 points

This weeks winners 
are Jupiter!

Values Champions

Seth for showing wisdom in his word choices to create a soundscape for the 
reader.

Monty for showing perseverance in his homework by creating a sensational 
story.

Maddie - Maddie has had such a positive week in school and shown great 
resilience when working independently.

Jess - Jess is such a kind and caring member of Foxes Class. She is a great friend 
and also a patient learning partner.

Sally Atkins for being kind and thoughtful this week, thinking of others. Well 
done! 

Hugo James for being a super whizz in maths this week! Great number work. 
Well done! 


